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Social Value of Adoption – data crib sheet 
Key findings from the report
· For a child in England, Scotland or Wales, adoption yields at least £1.3 million in net benefits to a child or young person, their families and other key stakeholders in society.
· Extrapolating this value to the total number of children adopted in 2021 yields a total value to society of at least £4.2 billion.
· The value to LAs was at least £3.6 billion in 2021 – an average of £1.1m per child.
· The value to the economy was at least £541.4m - an average of £161.2k per child. 
· The value to the NHS was at least £34.2m
· The value to police and justice was at least £7,231
· The value to education was at least £1,805.
Key adoption figures
Note: Statistics mainly relate to England which has the most robust data set. The majority are sourced from: Department for Education (17th November 2022) Children looked after in England including adoptions. Statistics relate to the year ending 31 March 2022. Available here. Otherwise the source is stated. 
· The number of children adopted peaked in England in 2015 at 5,360, and has since fallen to 2,950 in 2022. The same trend has been seen in Wales (the latest stats are here).
· In the space of a year (Q1 2022/23 compared to Q1 2021/22), ADMs have decreased by 5%, POs by 13%, and AOs by 23% (Source: ASGLB, Q1 2022/23)
· On average, it takes 2 years and 3 months for a child to be adopted and this time has been increasing, up from 2 years 2 months last year and up from 1 year and 11 months in 2018.
· The average age of a child at adoption is 3 years and 3 months, the same as last year and the same as in 2018. 
Special guardianship figures
· The number of children cared for under SGOs in England has increased from 1,260 in 2010 to 3,870 in 2022. (The same trends can be seen in Scottish data). In 2022, the number of children who left care under an SGO increased by 1%. 
· In 2022, the average age at SGO increased by 3 months to 6 years and 4 months. Most SGOs were granted to relatives or friends – 87% - the remainder were largely to other former foster carers – 11%. 
· For the last four years there have been more SGOs granted than AOs granted, with SGOs accounting for 58% of permanence orders (Source: ASGLB, Q4 2021-22)
· Total permanence orders have declined from 7460 in 2018/19 to 6970 in 2021/22 (Source: ASGLB, Q4 2021-22)
[image: Chart, bar chart

Description automatically generated]
Children looked after figures
· In 2022, the number of children in care in England rose to 82,170, up 2% on last year and continuing the rise seen in recent years. 
· A note of caution: This is being driven by increased numbers of Unaccompanied Asylum Seeking Children (UASC), which increased by 34% in 2022 following a 20% decrease the year before.
· Also the number of children starting to be looked after aged under 1 year was down 4% on 2021, and the number of children starting to be looked after aged 1-4yrs was down 7% from 2021. Children starting to be looked after aged 16+ years was up 38%, and between 10-15yrs was up 13%.
· 57,540 children in England were living in foster care placements in 2022
· Whilst the number of children in foster placements has increased each year, the overall number of children looked after has increased more quickly, so the proportion of children in foster placements has decreased to 70% this year from 73% in 2018. 
· The number of children in foster placements with a relative or friend has increased by 29% since 2018, and now represents 15% of all children looked after.
Placement instability
· Most foster placements in England last between 6 months and one year (18%), and only 4% last over 5 years (source: DfE, 2022)
Maintaining children’s lifelong relationships 
· Most adopted children have plans for contact with their birth family members, although this is usually indirect ‘letterbox’ contact. Adoption UK’s 2022 Adoption Barometer found that 82% of adoptive parents surveyed had formal agreements in place for indirect contact with their child/children’s birth family members. This was more common in England and Wales than in Scotland (Source: AUK Adoption Barometer 2022)
· It is encouraging that the 2022 Adoption Barometer shows a considerable increase in direct contact on previous years, with almost a third of adopters participating in direct contact; 26% with brothers and sisters, 6% with birth mothers, 2% with birth fathers and 3% with wider family members. (Source: as above)

· A CVAA survey undertaken in summer 2022 found that all VAAs are explicitly preparing adopters to maintain relationships with children’s birth families, and increasingly for direct contact. 

Contact for children in SGOs
· The evidence base on contact for children under SGOs is very limited. 
· We know that contact can be a source of strain within SGOs – e.g. research from Simmonds et al. (2019) found that contact arrangements can be complex and conflictual, and may require involvement from LAs to supervise and facilitate them.  Despite this, only 11% of carers were found to be receiving this support and a further 23% wanted support but did not receive it (Mcgrath & Ashley, 2021). (Source: Simmonds et al., 2019)
Contact for children in care
· Despite expectations of contact for looked after children in the Children Act 1989, in practice there is a very mixed picture when it comes to the frequency and nature of contact arrangements. 
· The most recent study on contact found that many children and young people are unhappy with how often they see their families – for example, nearly a third of children (8-10yrs) and a quarter of young people (11-18yrs) felt they were not seeing their birth mothers enough (Coram Voice and the Rees Centre, 2022). A significant proportion of children felt similarly about their time with birth fathers, brothers and sisters too. (Source: Coram Voice & the Rees Centre at the University of Oxford, 2022)
· The research exposed that differences in children’s circumstances such as the local authority responsible for them, the number of placements they had had, and whether they were in residential care as opposed to foster/kinship care, were associated with different levels of satisfaction with the contact arrangements. Children were also affected by the format of the visit – factors such as the location, venue, timing, level of supervision, and range of available activities. (Source: as above)
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